The Two Noble Kinsmen                    159

Miseries of Enforced Marriage (1607) by George Wilkins,
the author of a novel Th# Painful Adventures of
Perides, and sometimes suggested as a collaborator
on the play Pericles. A Yorkshire Tragedy is very
unlike Shakespeare but it has a few passages of ex-
traordinarily vivid prose, which might conceivably owe
something to him.

The Two Noble Kinsmen was registered April 8,1634,
and appeared in the same year with the following
title-page "The Two Noble Kinsmen: Presented at
the Blackfriars by the Kings Maiesties servants,, with
great applause: Written by the memorable Worthies
of their time;

Mr. John Fletcher, and    1 Q   t

Mr. William Shakespeare j

Printed at London by the Tho. Cotes for lohn Water-
son ; and are to be sold at the signe of the Crowne in
Paul's Church-yard. 1634." The exclusion of the
play from the First Folio may be explained on the same
basis as the exclusion of Pericles; for in each play
Shakespeare wrote the minor part. There is now
general agreement that The Two Nobk Kinsmen was
written by two authors with distinct styles, and that
the author of the larger portion is Fletcher. The
attribution of the non-Fletcherian part to Shakespeare
has been upheld by Lamb, Coleridge, De Quincey,
Spalding (in a notable Letter on Shakespeare's Author-
ship of The Two NMe Kinsmen, 1833), Furaess, and
Littledale (who edited the play for The New Shakespeare